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Upcoming
Events

§  Sept. 3: First
day of school!

§ Sept. 17: Back-
to-School Night

§  Oct. 3: Family
Potluck Supper

2008

from the desk of Lori Conway

Dear Parents,

| Olike this section of the newsletter to be a place where | can address any topics
in education, child development, parenting, and so forth that you as parents
would like to read about. | invite you to drop me an email if you have anything
youdd | ike to suggest. When there ar
ether.

As this is my first newsletter of the year, and | am new to the school and this
head s hi p, | d delateuhis Isdction @ a personal story from when my own
child was in preschool. It is more than self -indulgencefithe story does actually
have a broader purpose than the inherent enjoyment i n wr i ti ng al
child!

My daughter Charlotte, who some of you may have met this summer when she
was an aide in the summer program, is a sixteen -year-old Junior at Concord
Academy, doing very well academically and socially and showing all the makings
of an individual who will have a producti ve and happy life. Thirteen years ago, |
was in the depths of despair, nearly certain that her struggles in preschool were a
harbinger of a difficult and lonely life to come. She began school at 2.9 years of
age, with a December (1991) birthday that was a surprise to most who met her.
She was tiny, socially delayed, and had no intelligible speech. | knew she was
brightéafter all, arendot all of our Kk
average? But no matter, she was developmentally behind.

The Director of her preschool, a wise and compassionate elderly woman named
Betsey Sweet, came to me one day and suggested that | place her for the

foll owing year in t he classroom witt
classmates who would comprise the groupof ol der 338 s, becau
be the best ofitdé for her. I remember

neglected to do to help her be more social, how all of the books | had read to her
had somehow not resulted in her having any expressive language whatsoever.
Long story short, I took Betseyfs adyv
That woman knew my child, and | do believe truly loved her. Her guidance of me
as a parent changed my cdme theRasitentiofrthe Baard
the following year, and to then switch careers to what put me on the path to
finally being the Head of my own school today. | credit Betsey with teaching me
what true wisd om is. It is not being smart or being well-educated. Wisdom is the
combination of intelligence and experience. It is something someone older and
more seasonal can give to someone who is just stepping onto a well-trodden
path.

I al most didnot take the advice becau
would the other mothers think if my child was held back? Would my child feel bad
about herself if she did not go into the same class as her peers? Would she have
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-- Anatole France

any friends? Would | look like a bad mother? To this day | am thankful that | did
not succumb to any of these concerns. Charlotte thri ved in a class where she
was the oldest and more on par developmentally with the other kids . That year
she learned to speak and to play with others. Had she gone into the older class
with her initial peers, she might have continued to be overwhelmed. Int he end,
she went to Kindergarten with all of them, and stayed connected to them in
other ways during the preschool years that lead up to Kindergarten. And now?
Wwel | |l etds just say that she has mor
the train for h er during a crucial year in her growth gave her self -confidence and
the time and unique classroom environment needed to begin to reach her own

potential, not whatever standard was set for her by virtue of chronological age

The most interesting twist to the story is that Betsey, the D irector of the school,
was Charlotteds teacher in the young
taught that year was not something she taught Charlotte, but something she
taught meét o accept and a jug asesheiisa And since
then, | always have, absolutely always. Charlotte is a complex child fextremely
gifted in reading and writing , extremely learning disabled in the visual and math
areas, and still a bit socially quirky. But the best thing about her is that she is
the happiest, most self-assur ed ki d | have ever ki
that what we all want for our children? It is certainly what | want for mine. And

it is what | want for all of yours. As we work together in the coming years , you
will always have my compassion and my unvarnished honesty. May it be the most
rewarding of journeys.

Preschool News

Let me come clean from the beginning. While | have evaluated many
preschoolers as a school psychologist and have general expertise on child
development, | have never actually worked in a school with a preschool.
Thanks to Kerry, Kimm, Margaret and some wonderful Odyssey preschool
teachers, | am learning a lot! One of the things that has impre ssed me recently
i's the way présthoospopulatiarm, With it s current bubble of 3 -year-
olds, was distributed through out the classrooms that will be taught by very
talented and flexible teachers. | am quite interested in the spread of birthdays
among the kids, and what that means for them as they approach Kindergarten
and 1* grade. | plan to return to this topic soon!

Elementary School News

One of the really fun things about joining a new school from another school
that | really loved is that | get to bring some of my favorite traditions with me
and start them here at Odyssey. My prior school, Fenn, had a community
gathering called All School Meeting, or ASM for short. It was a time for the
whole school community to come together fi students, staff, and any interested
parentsiifor assemblies, student performances, or, more often, nothing so
formal, just a chance to talk together about the usual jo ys and concerns of
daily school life. The meeting ran like a New England town meeting. Adults
and students alike could stand and address the room on any topics of interest,
ranging from current events to how a particular community service project
was goingt o O | | ost my jacket and my mc
wi t hTde@meeting opens and closes with a ceremonial feel . So we are going
to try this on Monday mornings. Askyour children on occasion what we all did
in ASM! And stop by yourselves sometime if you are around. For starters, we
are going to try this for grades K -8. We may adjust the age group up or down
depending on how wiggly and noisy the room i s o r Wishsme &tutk!. J




Faculty & Staff News

Please join me in extending a warm welcome to our new
members of the faculty & staff. W e have two new
specialists: Brian Carpenter will be teaching P.E. and Life
Skills, and Jamie McDonough will be teaching art. Gail
Cucurullo is our cheerful new administrative assistant in the
front office. And finally, we will have Katie Sletterink,
Elizabeth O6 T o @and &dmanda Weber working in the Afte r
School Program. | have a couple of more hires to make, and
will update you as those happen. | suppose | should also
welcome myself, but that might be a bit odd! J

For Parents

+ Coffee with the Head will be held the first Thursday of the
month at 8:30 a.m., beginning Sept. 4 ™

4 Please remember that children below the 3 " grade must be
walked in and out of school by an adult.

+ Please never leave your car idling in the parking lot.
+ The school can always use donations of time and goods. Please
let me know i f you are available to help with small
maintenance projects, or have any furniture in good condition OEducation is
to give the school. We could particularly use overstuffed comfy .
k . what survives
chairs for the elementary library.
£ Our website has been updated, with many thanks to Heather when what has
Russell. Please visit regularly to read up on the latest Odyssey been learned
news! Staff email addresses are also posted on the website. has been
th
+ Parents of 8" graders: Please look out for secondary school
informatio n packets in your mailboxes next week. ro rgot
-B. F. Skinner

Andahuge thank y ou t o é

Everyone who turned out on Spruce -Up Night and worked so hard to help get

the school ready to open! My heartfelt gratitude goes out to parents Huw Jones,

Tim and Lisa Padgett, Phil and Diana Fiorino, A lle n and Meredith Roycroft,

Arthur Russel |, Suzanne Minsk, Maureen Keene, Marietta Schwartz, Joe

Gul bicki, and Joel Dougl aséto staff me
Stephani e, Karen O., Janice, Pat, and
and Linda Kingéand to Gaivlesr whe pthoyned
whole bunch of energetic kids including Ben, Emily, lan, Graham, Maddie, Lizzy,
Jeremy, Eric, Lauren, Ava, Billy, and several little ones who could not carry

heavy boxes or wield power tools, but were a lot of fun to have around. Finally,
a special (if somewhat cryptic) note of thanks to Joel the Ladder Climber and

his sidekick, Ben the Bulb Boy. You guys can figure that one out for yourselves! |
apologize to anyone | inadvertently left out, and hope to see you all again soon!




From O.P.A.

Many thanks to Annie Barr who has  agreed to lead
the Odyssey P arents Association in the coming

Re school year. | know that we can all look forward to
a fun and productive year, and | encourage you to
Oclyssey Day School be in touch with Annie and  get involved. | kno w |
Wakefield, MA 01880 will' | look forward to seeing all interested parents
Phone: at O.P.A. meetings, and heartily welcome your
(781) 3456050 participation and your good ideas!
Fax:

(781) 2459760 From the Board of Directors

Email:

oric@odysseydayschool.ord Someti mes people wonder, ol f tF
' of the staff of the school, whc
dParents and good fortune of having |l ots of
teachers as Directors! And a nicer bunch could not be found anywhere. Bei ng
. a member of a school d&ds Board is
partners 6 ) : .
very special opportunity for stewardship of the school as an
institution. |l am so grateful f
Wedre on t me personally and professionally in my work as Head of School. If
www.odysseydayschool.org anyone is interested in exploring joining the Board, please contact
President Joe Jutfumrewadingerpgrerce. f .

Even the seasons form a great circle in their changing, and always come back agﬁ':lin to where they we
The life of a man is a circle, from childhodm childhood and so it is in everything where power moves. (
tepees were round |like the nests o bi r d8Black&lk
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