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     It is an interesting process, this mental sifting through the 
events of the past month, waiting to see what will float to the top 
of my brain and eventually take shape here on the page. October 
was a busy month, and there were many highlights, but perhaps, at 
least for me, the most memorable event of the month was the Red 
Cross blood drive held in our own gymnasium and organized by the 
seventh- and eighth-grade students. 
    
     Too cowardly to give blood myself, and hiding behind my low 
blood pressure and common blood type, I quipped to a friend, upon 
being accused of working my teachers to the bone and going after 
their blood, “Hey, you got a problem with that?” After all, my 
services to the community were best rendered by hypocritically 
nagging others to donate! At least I also tried to free them up to do 
it. 
 
     So I was far from a hero that day, loitering in the background 
with a digital camera, documenting the heroism of others.  But 
photography can only capture part of the story. The rest was on the 
faces of the kids…welcoming in the donors, making them feel 
comfortable, glowing every time someone told them they were 
doing a good job. Rosalyn, the head nurse from the Red Cross who 
monitored the procedures in the gym, came to find me in my office 
towards the end of the day. She told me that Odyssey Day School 
kids are the best she has ever worked with, and that they even 
surpassed the many high school students she has supervised during 
blood drives over the years. “You must be very proud of them,” 
Rosalyn said. “You’ve got a wonderful little school here.” That we 
do. 
 
     Community service is alive and well at ODS. I am so pleased to 
be able to lead a school where giving back is part of every child’s 
education. Frankly, I could not bear to send them on to high school 
if that were not the case. “To whom much is given, much is 
expected.” An independent school education is a privilege, an 
opportunity, and an amazing gift. I was given the same gift as a 
child, and decided that I therefore owed it to the next generation.  
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Upcoming      

Events 

 Nov. 4: Book 
reading/signing  

 Nov. 6: Fire 
Trailer 

 Nov. 7: Family 
Movie Night 

 Nov. 13: 
Dockside FUN-
Raiser! 
 

    

 

 

 

    From the desk of Lori Conway  
                                                                                 



       To those who are confused or conflicted about “private 
school,” I have plenty to say! The value emerges from mission, and 
both ends and begins anew with a unique “product”…the students 
who are forever changed by their educational experience, and 
ready to go out into the larger world beyond Odyssey with the 
character, curiosity, generosity of spirit, love of learning, and 
concern for others and for our planet that will serve them well in 
their teen and adult years. These qualities are not an automatic, 
explicit outcome of any school or educational system. They are 
carefully modeled by caring faculty who have the time to be able 
to nurture the individual child, and to cultivate each child’s 
personal talents and passions.  
 
     Congratulations to the seventh- and eighth-grade students. You 
are a better example of the “product” of an Odyssey education 
than any I could describe theoretically in writing. I am proud of 
every single one of you! 
 
     Visit www.odysseydayschool.org to see a photo from the event! 

 

 

October 7, 2008 was a picturesque crisp fall day! It was the perfect day for Odyssey preschool, pre-k, 
kindergarten, 1st grade and 2nd grade students to visit Smolak Farm. The students, teachers and 
chaperones began their field trip by singing “Wheels on the Bus” as the bus driver took them to their 
destination. When they arrived, the students were divided into two groups of younger and older children. 
The younger children climbed aboard a tractor pull and sat among freshly cut bales of hay. They had a 
hayride through the apple orchard, while the delightful tour guide explained what they saw. The students 
had already learned a lot about apples during the previous weeks, so the students were making 
connections with what they had learned in school. The children laughed and smiled throughout the whole 
hayride, until it stopped in front of a huge barn. The children went inside and climbed the steps to the 
hayloft, where they had delicious cider doughnuts and fresh apple cider. Finally, the children walked 
through the farm and petted some of the animals. The older children did the same activities in reverse 
order with another tour guide. There were many sleeping children on the way home! Thank you to all the 
chaperones that helped to make this field trip a spectacular day! –Susan Sabatelli 

 

  Preschool News 
 

 

“To see a world 
in a grain of 
sand and 
heaven in a wild 
flower; Hold 
infinity in the 
palm of your 
hand and 
eternity in an 
hour.” 

-William Blake 
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Elementary School News 

 

 
 
 

I don’t know who’s more excited, me or the kids, but we will soon be publishing 
our first Odyssey Day School literary magazine! Oh yes, this is a dream come true 
for yours truly, and I hope the students will enjoy it half as much as I will. I can’t 
wait to get started. Quite a few writers and artists have signed up. If your child is 
in grades K-8 and would like to contribute a submission to the Odyssey Siren—
literary or artistic—please encourage him or her to drop it off to me by Friday, 
Nov. 7, 2008. The submissions have already started rolling in. So stay tuned…no 
publication date yet, but probably to arrive in your mailboxes, and on the website, 
soon after the winter break. 
 
And there is even more news I am excited about…our first annual Thanksgiving 
Assembly during All School Meeting on Monday, November 24, at 9:30. Parents, if 
you are free to stop by for a few minutes, please join us. We will be reading 
multicultural poems that celebrate the season, offering open reflections on 
Thanksgiving and thankfulness, and maybe a few musical surprises. At the 
conclusion of the assembly, there will be a special Thanksgiving Trivia Challenge 

for the students! 

http://www.odysseydayschool.org/
http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/School&image=environment_09sch.jpg&img=150&tt=


 
  

“Be the change 

you want to 

see in the 

world. “ 

Mahatma 

Ghandi 
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             Community News 

For Parents 
 Remember to check the website now and then for updated news items. 

There are some good ones that were recently added! 
 The Student Council election results are in. Parents, please join me in 

congratulating President Isabel Gramolini, VP Emily Douglas, Secretary 
Samantha Ross, and Treasurer Jeremy Wilkins-Keene! 

 Are there any preschool parents willing to volunteer to help us by 
bringing home cloth items on a Friday to be laundered over a weekend 
and returned on Monday? Please let Kerry know. 

 Congratulations to Stephanie’s class for meeting their goal of reading 
100 books in the Scholastic Reading Challenge! 100 books will now be 
donated to Open World Family Services in New Orleans, where many 
books were lost to hurricane Katrina. 

 Thank you to Penny Jones and Kaye Kittredge, who have volunteered to 
manage the fundraising projects “Box Tops for Education” and “Got 
Books,” respectively. I hope lots of parents will join in for the benefit of 
Odyssey! 

 Many thanks also to preschool teacher Kim MacDonald, who 
enthusiastically stepped forward to organize the Hoff’s pie fundraiser as 
we approach Thanksgiving. This simple fundraiser netted us over $900!  

 Parent surveys went out a few weeks ago. Thanks to all of you who took 
the time to fill them out. I look forward to your feedback. 

 Please remember to let the office know if your phone number or email 
address changes. We want to be sure we can reach you. 

 Thanks to Christina Winsor, Dawn Swain, and Meredith Roycroft for 
helping supervise lunches during the blood drive. 

 Thanks to Doug Mildram for offering to host an admissions coffee in his 
home this month. Details on the way. 

 Just a reminder that if you are participating in the lunch program and 
your child misses a prepaid lunch for any reason, that small amount of 
money will be considered a donation to the school. There will be no 
exceptions. Please make your decisions about participating in the lunch 
program accordingly. Thank you in advance for understanding the 

important reasons why we need to hold the line on this policy. 

 

Faculty & Staff News 

We welcome Mitra Maxey to the After School program. 

Rose Kawalski has moved on from Odyssey to pursue 

different career options, vacating the role of After School 

Coordinator. I am happy to announce that Brian Carpenter 

has accepted that role, and will now be working full-time 

at Odyssey, teaching Explorers (P.E.), Life Skills, and now 

directing the After School Program. I know that the 

children and the after-school staff will be in good hands! 
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As an independent school, the cost of providing a high-quality education increases every year. 
Tuition defrays only a portion of our expenses. The gap between the tuition a family pays, and 
the actual cost of educating each student, is several thousand dollars. This difference must be 
made up from other resources, such as Annual Fund gifts. Parent and Board member Spencer 
Warncke will soon be sending out solicitation letters. Please consider making a donation—no 
amount is too small, and in fact, it is participation that counts the most!  An Odyssey Day School 
education should be recession-proof. Please give. Your children will be the beneficiaries. 

On a separate note, the Board has voted to take on the project of refurbishing our gym this year. 
We are all very excited to improve this key community space, and to enhance our attractiveness 
to prospective families. We are accepting donations towards this effort as well, and are offering a 
naming opportunity if there is a donor interested in making a lead gift towards the project. Please 
contact Lori for further information. 

OPA Chair Annie Barr has been hard at work planning social 
events for the school community. The first meeting of the 
year was a successful beginning to getting some of the 
events off the ground. If you would like to get involved, please 
be in touch with Annie. There is an OPA mailbox in the lobby, 
and you should have received the latest OPA newsletter 
filling you in on all of the happenings. Hope to see everyone 
on November 7 at Family Movie Night! We are showing 
“Ratatouille” for the youngest children and “The Whale Rider 
for grades three and up. Please supervise your kids. 

From O.P.A. 

From the Board of Directors 

Odyssey Day School 

11 Paul Avenue 

Wakefield, MA 01880 

Phone: 

(781) 345-6050 

Fax: 

(781) 245-9760 

Email: 

loric@odysseydayschool.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.odysseydayschool.org 

“Parents and 
teachers as 

partners” 

Cranberries: "The Indians and English use them much, boyling them with Sugar for Sauce to eat with their 
Meat, and it is a delicious sauce." 
 
John Josselyn, while visiting New England in 1663 
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