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        Odyssey Day School Newsletter          

Dear Parents, 

 

As I write this month’s letter home, it is snowing blankets and I can't get out my driveway, so 

nothing to do but gaze out the window and watch these fluffy white flakes cascade through 
the tree limbs and settle like cold cotton batting across the land. There is beauty, 
undeniably so, and also an unyielding advance upon my plans for the day and my plans for 
the first taste of spring, with its warmth and color and the scent of early lilacs. New England 

winter--much photographed, much chronicled, much written about and romanticized, 
remains for me a deeply drawn breath between the autumn I love, and the spring that 

rescues me with its tiny, delicate crocuses peering up through the last gasp of winter 

snow, and turning their hopeful faces towards a loving, caressing sun. 
  
This poetic prose stands in sharp contrast to a quote I’d like to share from Bill Polk, 

retired Groton Headmaster, who was fond of referring to the month of February as 
“scab-picking season.”  We have certainly had more than our fair share of bad 

weather, illness, and exhaustion, as happens cyclically and without fail in schools all 
over the world who share geographic locations that place them in cold climates 

during the winter months. We are all tired—of the snow, the flu, the running 

around, and the short, dark days. Small things become bigger, taking up more space 
in our days and in our psyches. I am not proud of my own irritability! This is a good 

time to pause and regroup. School life has crests and troughs, and at times the 
troughs coincide with things like cabin fever, icy roads, too much adult work, and 

competing homework assignments for kids. We all wear so many hats, and I am 

reminded of a favorite childhood book called “Caps for Sale” and it’s wonderful 

illustration of a man with dozens of caps perched atop his head, miraculously 

remaining in perfect balance despite a Pisa-like leaning of the whole situation! 
 

The country is in new hands and changes are afoot. And yet, the economic outlook 

remains grim, and anchors many of us to a certain melancholy outlook and sense of 
personal or professional malaise, not to mention chronic stress. We all feel it in our 

daily interactions with one another, and in our collective scab picking that, while 
far from enjoyable, seems to have its purpose, if for no other reason than to stand in 

delightful contrast to better weather—and better times—to come.  So, I ask of the 

school community nothing more and nothing less than I ask and expect of 
myself…that we all take a deep breath, pull together, and celebrate the respite that 

a close school community can offer. As Irish poet Nick Laird is famously quoted as 
saying: “There is such a shelter in each other.” I have always felt this quote to be 

essentially romantic in nature, and yet, its simplicity allows for a much broader 

interpretation and something emotionally essential to contemplate. 
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Upcoming      

Events 

 Feb. 5 OPA 
meeting, 7 p.m. 
at The Dockside 

 Feb. 12 Giggles 
Comedy Night! 

 Feb. 16-20 
Limited Childcare 

 

     

 

 

    From the desk of Lori Conway  
                                                                                 



  Happy deep New England winter to all of us. We are a mere seven weeks away 

from the Vernal Equinox, and a return to greater sunlight in Massachusetts, and 
the metaphorical corollaries that accompany the change in the tilt of the Earth’s 

axis. Let us all, in the meantime, be patient and kind to one another, and supportive 
of each other in our efforts to wear our many hats, to parent our children, to do our 

homework, to navigate slushy highways, to persevere through illness. Scab-

picking season is almost over, and I can’t help but smile, thinking about its eventual 
and certain return twelve months from now, and the natural place it holds in the 

emotional cycle of the school year that makes us all appreciate warmer, healthier, 
easier days. 

   
 
With Unseasonably Warm Regards, 

 

Lori 
 

 

 

Preschool Parents: I am looking for ways to connect with you and 
get to know you better. Any ideas? There are lots of you and only 
one of me, but I am up for the challenge! My commute gets me to 
Odyssey later than many of you have arrived and dropped off your 
children, and in the afternoon, the reverse happens when I leave to 
pick up my own daughter from school in Concord. However, I would 
be thrilled to offer a Coffee Hour at a convenient time for you, or 
to begin a book club where we read various books on parenting, 
education, and so forth, if anyone is interested. I also invite you to 
set up a time to come in and chat with me individually…anytime. 

Please help me get to know you and learn more names! 

  Preschool News 
 

 

“Now is the 

winter of 

our 
discontent, 

made 
glorious 

summer by 
this sun of 
York.” 
 
-William 
Shakespeare, 
1594 (from 
Richard III) 
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                Kid News 

Elementary School News 

 

 
 
 

International Week, which also included the Preschool, was a huge 
success, and the first time for me as a new Head to observe and 
partake in all of the events of the week. I was blown away by the 
amount of work that went into preparing for this special event 
week…on the part of teachers, students, and parents. The projects 
were just spectacular, and everyone had such a fun time! The only 
fly in the ointment was that the Wednesday evening open house 
was snowed out, and this came as a great disappointment to many, 
especially the students. I hope that a large number of parents will 
be able to join us on Monday morning for Closing Ceremonies, and 
the opportunity to accompany your children to their classrooms 
following the assembly so that you can see all of their projects and 
the artwork decorating each room that represents each country. 
The students needed “passports” to visit each country, but on 

Monday all international borders will be open. Please join us!  

http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/School&image=crca_college_studentA.jpg&img=6&tt=
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/clip/clrsnmn.html


 
  

“I like a 

teacher who 

gives you 

something to 

take home to 

think about 

besides 

homework.”  

~Lily Tomlin 

as "Edith 

Ann"  
Anonymous 
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             Community News 

For Parents 
 Students in PS-Kerry will be taking turns over the next few weeks 

having “Move Up” days to the Kindergarten room. You will be 
notified when your child has had his/her special day! 

 It is looking likely that the weekend for painting the Gym—Step #1 
in the overall refurbishing project—will be the last weekend of 
February. Any parent volunteers out there willing to wield paint 
brush in exchange for pizza?? 

 We expect our newly designed school catalog will be ready 
sometime this month. Much work went into this project, and it is 
something we can really feel proud of as a school. Please be on 
the lookout for one in your mailboxes when they have arrived, 
and let me know if you have any friends interested in the school 
who would also like to receive one. 

 GotBooks is all set up in the parking lot, as I’m sure you have seen 
while driving through for the past couple of weeks. A detailed 
explanation of how this works is on the website. Please donate 
your used books, video tapes and DVD’s…the school makes money 
every time the container is filled! 

 As mentioned in the Preschool section, I am very interested in 
starting an Odyssey Book Club and/or finding a time to offer 
Head’s Coffees that work in parent schedules. Please approach 
me with ideas if you have them. I am all about having a close-knit 
school community, and understand how busy everyone’s lives are, 
so I remain flexible to any suggestions for ways to stay better 
connected. 

 Elementary teachers are hard at work with me on revising the 
progress reporting system for the middle of the three terms—
March. More info to come, but expect a new (and improved!) 

format. 

 

Faculty & Staff News 
Welcome to Bookkeeper Scott Robertson! Scott will be working with Kimm in the 
Business Office. He is currently a Controller at AvidaMed, and teaches QuickBooks 
at Northeast Metropolitan Technical School in Wakefield. He lives in Saugus with his 
wife and two children, ages 3 and 5. Scott received his BS in Business Administration 
from Suffolk University, and his MS in Management from Emmanuel College. We are 
so happy to have him aboard…especially Kimm!! 

 
In other news, we will soon be making arrangements for several student teaching 
assignments that will affect staffing in some of the classrooms. Kerry has sent home 
a notice with the relevant details, so please contact her if you have any questions. 
We are pleased to be a school that can support the education and career 
advancement of our faculty! 

 

http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/School&image=27-5-07-18.jpg&img=90&tt=
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The Board has been busy getting the final auditor’s 
report and recommendations, which will all be 
wrapped up soon. Next on the agenda: a review of 
Lori’s three-year marketing plan for the school, and a 
discussion of ways to spread the good word about 
Odyssey Day School! 
 

 

And the word from Annie Barr is… 
 
Next O.P.A. meeting is Thursday, February 5, 7:00 p.m. at The 
Dockside… 
 
Giggles Comedy Night coming up on Thursday, February 12, with 
tickets going fast!  There will be lots of pizza, raffles, and laughter, 
so join us! 
 
Save the Date: Spring Auction will be Saturday evening, April 4th. 

From O.P.A. 

From the Board of Directors 

Odyssey Day School 

11 Paul Avenue 

Wakefield, MA 01880 

Phone: 

(781) 345-6050 

Fax: 

(781) 245-9760 

Email: 

loric@odysseydayschool.org 

 

Weõre on the Web! 
www.odysseydayschool.org 

“Parents and 
teachers as 

partners” 

 
      
 

 
And the snow is coming down 

On our New England town 
And it's been falling all day long 

What else is new 
What can I do 

But sing this valley winter song 
I wrote for you. 

 
-ȰValley Winter Songȱ by Fountains of Wayne 
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