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Upcoming
Eventy

¢ Feb. 3rd Pre-K -->
K parent coffee at
8:30

¢ Feb. 4thK-->1
parent coffee at
8:30

¢ Feb. 5th @ 6:30
pm Family Bowling

¢ Feb. 15-19

Limited Childcare
Week

2010

From the desk of Lovi Covway

Dear Parents,

On Monday, January 25", the Elementary School was treated to a special
guest speaker, Carey Dardompre. Born and raised in Haiti, Carey immigrated to
this country at the age of 20. I’ve known him for many years as a parent at my
former school. Although Carey and | discussed and arranged the content of his
speech in advance, making sure that the earthquake would be discussed in ways
that were developmentally appropriate for the younger children, and that a
broader picture of the language, history, customs, education and ecological
challenges of the country would be painted, | could not possibly have anticipated
Carey’s connection with the kids, their level of engagement, or the sense of joy
Carey would communicate to the students about his childhood in Haiti, one of the
poorest countries in the world.

He spoke to them about growing up without television or any technology at
all, and having a childhood that revolved around family meals, gathering around
his grandmother to hear stories, and making lots of friends in his neighborhood to
play pick-up games in the street. Most of the students were saucer-eyed at the
notion of having so much fun with so little “stuff.” Most of them visibly dropped
their jaws when he answered a student’s question, “What was it like to grow up
in Haiti?” with the spontaneously joyous response, “Oh, it was SO much fun! | had
a wonderful childhood!”

In discussing the aftermath of the earthquake—the loss of life, the decimation
of the physical buildings in Port-au-Prince, the collapse of schools and education,
the crumbling of the government and an uncertain political future—Carey always
found the silver lining. He remained upbeat, choosing to focus on the opportunity
part of crisis, looking ahead with faith and hope to a better Haiti rising from the
ashes. Privately he said to me, “Thank you for letting me do this.” Of course |
responded with, “No, thank YOU!” And then he told me, “I can’t give much
money to Haiti, but this is what | CAN do. | can speak to your students about what
a wonderful country it has been and can be again, and | can hope that your
parents will hear about this from their children and be generous.” That is what |
hope too.

The organization we chose to support—Pure Water for the World—gives us a
vehicle for doing so, and one that children can easily understand. What the
children--and lots of us adults as well--don’t quite as easily relate to is where we
all sit on the global wealth pyramid. We may feel the pinch of the economy and
have trouble paying our bills, but most of us have houses to shelter us, food to
eat, water to drink, doctors to care for us, and a sanitary infrastructure that
protects us from rampant disease. We have schools for our children. We have pets
we can afford to feed. The list could go on. There’s nothing like one zinger of a
disaster—somewhere else—to remind us of what we HAVE rather than what we
don’t. None of us will lose a limb if we get an infected cut. It is exactly as stark
as that. All of us do have something we can give to the relief effort, and | ask
that we all do. Tell your children what you are giving and why. Help them learn




“Now is the
winter of

our
discontent,
made
glorious
summer by
this sun of
York.”

-William
Shakespeare,
1594 (from
Richard Ill)

this responsibility, and that it comes with being relatively privileged. As JFK once
famously said, loosely translated from the Bible, “To whom much is given, much is
expected.”

My thanks to all of you who are discussing the earthquake in Haiti with your
children and showing them how to be philanthropic, even in really small ways. And
my even greater thanks to those of you who are still supporting the Odyssey Day
School Annual Fund as fully as possible, despite the earthquake in Haiti and the
many other humanitarian needs in the world and multitude of charities pressing you
for donations. Your Annual Fund dollars allow us to be the school that we are.
Without them, opportunities like having Carey Dardompre appear as a guest speaker
might not be possible. Running the school is expensive, and not nearly paid for by
tuition revenue, but together we can keep the quality of the education the children
receive high, including their education as global citizens, which is just as important
as anything else we do here.

Warmest wishes in this coldest of weather,

Lori

Preschool News

Dear Preschool and Kindergarten parents: As a reminder we are hosting
informational meetings for Preschool 2 or Pre-K students moving to
Kindergarten, as well as Kindergarteners moving to first grade. Please
join us to learn more about the educational opportunities our school has
to offer. The Kindergarten meeting will be held on Wednesday, February
3 at 8:30. The first grade meeting will be held on Thursday, February 4 at
8:30. Also, the week of February 8" Odyssey will be hosting a move up
day! This is a very exciting opportunity for the children! The Preschool
children will have the opportunity to spend a morning in the Kindergarten
class while the Kindergarten children will have the opportunity to visit
the first grade. Keep an eye out for their special certificates and be
sure to ask them all about it! ~ Erica

Elementary School News

International Week 2010 was a busy week for all. Each class at ODS prepared for the
week by learning about the history, traditions and culture of the country their room had
selected to represent. The week had several highlights. One was the Opening
Ceremonies in which every class participated, followed by our speaker from Haiti.
Another highlight was the Wednesday evening fair which was well attended by both
current and prospective families. Thank you to all the parents who brought their children
to this event, cooked our wonderful sampling of foods from various cultures, and who
helped make our prospective family guests feel welcome. Another highlight for the
students was the chance to visit the elementary classrooms. The students traveled from
“country” to “country” participating in games and activities representative of that
country. As always, the students and teachers worked hard and made this a fun and
educational experience for all the students both in the preschool and elementary
program. The final highlight was our speaker on Friday afternoon. Adia Sovie, one of
ODS’s first graduates, came and spoke about her experiences this fall in Antarctica. Adia
is biologist and has studied animals all over the world. This fall she went to Antarctica to
study Weddell seals. She spent an hour speaking and answering questions about both the
conditions in Antarctica and her study of the seals. She shared some amazing photographs
of the animals as well as the landscape. Thanks to Pat Egan and Kim Macdonald for
organizing such an exciting and memorable week! ~Margaret
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Faculty & Staff News

Not a lot to report this month, which can be a good
thing...no broken legs, no unexpected vacated positions,
etc! What comes to mind is that 3-month-old Jake
Carpenter has just joined out Infant/Toddler Room.
Welcome baby Jake!

For Parents

+

Two parent informational coffees are planned for the first week
of February. On Wednesday February 3, at 8:30 a.m., parents
with children eligible for Kindergarten are invited to come have
coffee in Lori’s office and speak with Kerry, Lori and Erica about
our Kindergarten program. The following day, on Thursday
February 4, parents of children eligible for first grade have the
same opportunity to speak with Pat, Lori and Erica about the
transition from Kindergarten to the Grade 1-2 classroom. Hope to
see a lot of you there!

Students eligible for Kindergarten and those eligible for first
grade will be having “move-up” days to Kerry’s and Pat’s rooms
this month. You will be notified when your child has had his/her
special day. Be sure to ask them how they liked it!

Many thanks to our newly founded Spring Auction Committee:
Chair Donna Sovie, Co-Chairs Darlene Venditelli and her mom,
plus members Sarah Neal, Ann Marie Viglione, Eric Schwartz, and
Brian Carpenter. The committee still needs more parent and
faculty volunteers, so please contact Donna if you are willing to
help out. This is a fun event that benefits the school in crucial
ways. To all who have volunteered thus far: THANK YOU!!!!

Thanks to Kimm Sovie who donated the fabulous and enormous
community crossword puzzle hanging on the bulletin board
outside the Infant/Toddler Room. It is almost complete except for
maybe a dozen really hard one that no one can get! My own
addiction notwithstanding, students, parents and teachers have
found themselves drawn helplessly to work on the project for
chunks of unexpected time! It was so much fun. Stop by and check
it out if you haven’t already...and maybe you will have one of
those last few answers we are still stumped by!

“Ilike a

teacher who

gives you
something to
take home to
think about

besides

homework.”
~Lily Tomlin

as "Edith

Ann"
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From O.P.A.

Odyssey goes bowling! Please join us on Friday Feb. 5th at 6:30
at the Woburn Bowladrome (32 Montvale Ave) for "Glow Bowling",
also known as "Cosmic Bowling" to some. We have reserved 4
lanes and will likely rent more on a first-come basis. Afterward we
can grab a bite to eat at Polcaris, where we hope to have a group
area reserved for Odyssey around 8 p.m. Coordinated by the OPA,
this is pay-as-you-go (bowling will cost approximately $10-$12 per
person including shoes). Please do sign up if you are attending so
that we can try to negotiate additional lanes if needed. Hope to
see you there! ~from Tom Maloney

From the Board of Directors

The Marketing Committee has been working on many projects and one that is
a high priority is getting new signs in place for the school. To replace the sign
in front of the school, we have been searching for the right company that can
create a high-quality and affordable sign. After a bit of research, we have a
couple good prospects and are now in the process of getting quotes. We are
also working on getting new, more visible street signs. We recently received
GKS ¢26y 2F 21 1STASERQA KWBILINE GKE

entrance, so now we can move forward with the design of those signs. We
hope as winter thaws the new signs will welcome spring! ~ Linda Tinkler

And the snow is coming down
On our New England town
And it's been falling all day long
What else is new
What can | do
But sing this valley winter song
| wrote for you.

-fiValley Winter Songo by Fountains of Wayne




